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foreword
 
I have always been interested in the Finnish language – its origins, its 
development and, especially, its peculiarities. Proverbs, idioms, and sayings 
are particularly close to my heart. Though short, they contain a surprising 
number of insights into Finnish customs, history, and culture. Yet, if you start 
to think about them literally or try to translate them into another language, 
you come across many humorous oddities. This literal way of thinking is what 
gave birth to the idea for this book. “Matti in the Wallet” shows you what Finnish 
proverbs look like when they are taken literally.
 
Even though a number of the proverbs in this book have equivalents in other 
languages, I have tried to include those that are common in Finland while also 
being uniquely Finnish.
 
Karoliina Korhonen
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How to read this book:
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